Meta-Analysis of the Second Collaborative Study of Adjuvant Chemoendocrine Therapy for Breast Cancer (ACETBC) in Patients with Stage II, Estrogen-Receptor-Positive Breast Cancer.
The second 5-year study of postoperative adjuvant therapy in patients with breast cancer between 1985 and 1988 was performed by the Study Group for Adjuvant Chemoendocrine Therapy for Breast Canecr (ACETBC). This report describes the results of a meta-analysis of the outcome. A total of 3012 patients with stage II, estrogen-receptor-positive primary breast cancer who underwent radical surgery (total mastectomy with at least axillary dissection) were eligible for the analyses. On the day of surgery, all patients received 13 mg/m(2) of mitomycin C (MMC) intravenously. Patients were then given one of two adjuvant chemoendocrine therapies for 2 years:regimen A, consisting of tamoxifen citrate (TAM) 30 mg/day, or regimen B, consisting of TAM 30 mg/day plus tegafur (Futraful, FT)600 mg/day. The results from all eligible patients were included in a meta-analysis according to the method of Peto et al. The odds reduction rate was 12 +/-13% (log-rank test, P= 0.35)for the 5-year survival rate and 16 +/- 10% (log-rank test, P=0.093)for the 5-year non-recurrence rate. In terms of the 5-year non-recurrence rate. regimen B(with FT)yielded slightly, but not significantly, better results than regimen A. In addition, stratified analyses were carried out with respect to the 5-year non-recurrence rate. Regimen B(with FT)yielded significantly better results than regimen A in patients with four or more positive axillary nodes (log-rank test, P= 0.039) and yielded slightly, but not significantly, better results than regimen A in premenopausal patients (log-rank test, P= 0.079).